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THE IMPACT OF THE DRUG TOXICITY
CRISIS IN NORTHERN ONTARIO
CORRECTIONS 

Northern Ontario is experiencing some of the highest
drug poisoning mortality rates in the province, driven by
an increasingly toxic drug supply and persistent gaps in
access to care. In fact, drug poisoning deaths in Northern
Ontario communities are more than double the provincial
average.‌1 

Our report focuses on how those risks become even‌  
more dangerous for people involved in the justice system. 
It shows why the days and weeks after release are a critical
window for preventing deaths, and why coordinated, health-
focused supports are essential to saving lives and improving
public safety. 

What We Know 

A review of coroner files from 2006–2013 found
that ‌20%‌ of drug toxicity deaths in Ontario
occurred within ‌one week of release.‌  In the first
two weeks after release‌, the risk of drug toxicity
death is ‌over 50 times higher ‌compared to the
general population.‌
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In Thunder Bay, Sault Ste. Marie, and Sudbury,
drug toxicity deaths are among the highest‌  
in the province‌.‌2 

The unregulated drug supply is increasingly
toxic and unpredictable. ‌Even experienced users‌
cannot accurately gauge potency. Contamination‌
is widespread and often fatal. 

Indigenous people coming out of jail are nearly
30 times more likely to die from drug poisoning‌
than Indigenous people who have never been
incarcerated.‌3 

Drug toxicity is the leading cause of non-natural
deaths in Ontario’s correctional institutions.‌4 

Systems are strained and fragmented.
Communities face significant shortages of‌
treatment beds, detox services, supportive‌
housing, and primary care.‌  

Over 80% of people in Ontario
provincial jails are awaiting trial‌,‌
which makes consistent mental‌
health and addictions treatment‌
planning difficult.‌7 
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